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SUB J : CANDIDATES CHOSEN FOR NELSON BY-ELECTION 

1 . NATIONAL AND LABOUR PARTIES HAVE CHOSEN CANDIDATES TO 
CONTEST FEBRUARY 28 NELSON BY-ELECTION, WHICH FOLLOWS 
DEATH OF NELSON MP (AND LABOUR'S SPEAKER OF THE 

HOUSE) SIR STANLEY WHITEHEAD. 

2. NATIONAL PARTY HAS CHOSEN P.H. MALONE AS 

ITS CANDIDATE. MALONE, WHO CONTESTED THE ADJACENT TASMAN 
SEAT AGAINST THEN PRIME MINISTER ROWLING IN NOBEMBER, IS A 
SOLID CAMPAIGNER AND PERFORMED WELL AGAINST ROWLING. THE 
LABOUR CANDIDATE. M.F. COURTNEY. IS A WELL-KNOWN MEMBER OF 
THE NELSON CITY COUNCIL BUT IS UNTRIED IN PARLIAMENTARY 
CAMPAIGNING. 

3. ALTHOUGH NELSON VOTERS ELECTED WHITEHEAD TO OFFICE SEVEN 
TIMES, IT IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED THIS WAS A RESULT 

OF HIS STRONG PERSONAL FOLLOWING RATHER THAN AN ELECTORATE 
COMMITMENT TO LABOUR. LAST ELECTION GAVE WHITEHEAD 
MAJORITY OF ONLY 1,100, AND MOST OBSERVERS NOW CLASSIFY 
NELSON AS MARGINAL SEAT. BY-ELECTION WILL THEREFORE 
PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO GAUGE NOT ONLY CANDIDATES BUT 
PUBLIC REACTION TO MULDOON GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS AND STATE- 
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MENTS DURING FIRST TWO MONTHS IN OFFICE. 
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